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joint activities under the appropriate cir-
cumstances, that provide assurances that rec-
lamation or restoration activities under this sub-
title shall not be conducted in a manner that in-
creases the costs or likelihood of removal or re-
medial actions under the Comprehensive Envi-
ronmental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601 and following), 
and that avoid oversight by multiple agencies to 
the maximum extent practicable. 
SEC. 412. ELIGIBLE LANDS AND WATERS. 

(a) ELIGIBILITY.—Reclamation expenditures 
under this subtitle may only be made with re-
spect to Federal lands or Indian lands or water 
resources that traverse or are contiguous to Fed-
eral lands or Indian lands where such lands or 
water resources have been affected by past min-
eral activities, including any of the following: 

(1) Lands and water resources which were 
used for, or affected by, mineral activities and 
abandoned or left in an inadequate reclamation 
status before the effective date of this Act. 

(2) Lands for which the Secretary makes a de-
termination that there is no continuing reclama-
tion responsibility of a claim holder, operator, or 
other person who abandoned the site prior to 
completion of required reclamation under State 
or other Federal laws. 

(3) Lands for which it can be established that 
such lands do not contain locatable minerals 
which could economically be extracted through 
the reprocessing or remining of such lands, un-
less such considerations are in conflict with the 
priorities set forth under paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of section 302(b). 

(b) SPECIFIC SITES AND AREAS NOT ELIGI-
BLE.—The provisions of section 411(d) of the 
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1977 (30 U.S.C. 1240a(d)) shall apply to expendi-
tures made from the Hardrock Reclamation Ac-
count. 

(c) INVENTORY.—The Secretary shall prepare 
and maintain a publicly available inventory of 
abandoned locatable minerals mines on public 
lands and any abandoned mine on Indian lands 
that may be eligible for expenditures under this 
subtitle, and shall deliver a yearly report to the 
Congress on the progress in cleanup of such 
sites. 
SEC. 413. EXPENDITURES. 

Moneys available from the Hardrock Reclama-
tion Account may be expended for the purposes 
specified in section 411 directly by the Director 
of the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement. The Director may also make 
such money available for such purposes to the 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management, 
the Chief of the United States Forest Service, 
the Director of the National Park Service, or Di-
rector of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service, to any other agency of the United 
States, to an Indian tribe, or to any public enti-
ty that volunteers to develop and implement, 
and that has the ability to carry out, all or a 
significant portion of a reclamation program 
under this subtitle. 
SEC. 414. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Amounts credited to the Hardrock Reclama-
tion Account are authorized to be appropriated 
for the purpose of this subtitle without fiscal 
year limitation. 

Subtitle C—Use of Hardrock Community 
Impact Assistance Account 

SEC. 421. USE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE AC-
COUNT. 

Amounts in the Hardrock Community Impact 
Assistance Account shall be available to the Sec-
retary, subject to appropriations, to provide as-
sistance for the planning, construction, and 
maintenance of public facilities and the provi-
sion of public services to States, political sub-
divisions and Indian tribes that are socially or 
economically impacted by mineral activities con-
ducted under the general mining laws. 
SEC. 422. ALLOCATION OF FUNDS. 

Moneys deposited into the Hardrock Commu-
nity Impact Assistance Account shall be allo-

cated by the Secretary for purposes of section 
421 among the States within the boundaries of 
which occurs production of locatable minerals 
from mining claims located under the general 
mining laws and maintained in compliance with 
this Act, or mineral concentrates or products de-
rived from locatable minerals from mining claims 
located under the general mining laws and 
maintained in compliance with this Act, as the 
case may be, in proportion to the amount of 
such production in each such State. 

TITLE V—ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

Subtitle A—Administrative Provisions 
SEC. 501. POLICY FUNCTIONS. 

(a) MINERALS POLICY.—Section 101 of the 
Mining and Minerals Policy Act of 1970 (30 
U.S.C. 21a) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence by inserting before the 
period at the end the following: ‘‘and to ensure 
that mineral extraction and processing not 
cause undue degradation of the natural and 
cultural resources of the public lands’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end thereof the following: 
‘‘It shall also be the responsibility of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out the policy pro-
visions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this sec-
tion.’’. 

(b) MINERAL DATA.—Section 5(e)(3) of the Na-
tional Materials and Minerals Policy, Research 
and Development Act of 1980 (30 U.S.C. 
1604(e)(3)) is amended by inserting before the pe-
riod the following: ‘‘, except that for National 
Forest System lands the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall promptly initiate actions to improve the 
availability and analysis of mineral data in 
public land use decisionmaking’’. 
SEC. 502. USER FEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture may each establish and 
collect from persons subject to the requirements 
of this Act such user fees as may be necessary 
to reimburse the United States for the expenses 
incurred in administering such requirements. 
Fees may be assessed and collected under this 
section only in such manner as may reasonably 
be expected to result in an aggregate amount of 
the fees collected during any fiscal year which 
does not exceed the aggregate amount of admin-
istrative expenses referred to in this section. 

(b) ADJUSTMENT.—(1) The Secretary shall ad-
just the fees required by this section to reflect 
changes in the Consumer Price Index published 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Depart-
ment of Labor every 5 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, or more frequently if the 
Secretary determines an adjustment to be rea-
sonable. 

(2) The Secretary shall provide claimants no-
tice of any adjustment made under this sub-
section not later than July 1 of any year in 
which the adjustment is made. 

(3) A fee adjustment under this subsection 
shall begin to apply the calendar year following 
the calendar year in which it is made. 
SEC. 503. INSPECTION AND MONITORING. 

(a) INSPECTIONS.—(1) The Secretary, or for 
National Forest System lands the Secretary of 
Agriculture, shall make inspections of mineral 
activities so as to ensure compliance with the re-
quirements of this Act. 

(2) The Secretary concerned shall establish a 
frequency of inspections for mineral activities 
conducted under a permit issued under title III, 
but in no event shall such inspection frequency 
be less than one complete inspection per cal-
endar quarter or, two per calendar quarter in 
the case of a permit for which the Secretary 
concerned approves an application under sec-
tion 304(f) (relating to temporary cessation of 
operations). After revegetation has been estab-
lished in accordance with a reclamation plan, 
such Secretary shall conduct annually 2 com-
plete inspections. Such Secretary shall have the 
discretion to modify the inspection frequency for 
mineral activities that are conducted on a sea-

sonal basis. Inspections shall continue under 
this subsection until final release of financial 
assurance. 

(3)(A) Any person who has reason to believe 
he or she is or may be adversely affected by min-
eral activities due to any violation of the re-
quirements of a permit approved under this Act 
may request an inspection. The Secretary, or for 
National Forest System lands the Secretary of 
Agriculture, shall determine within 10 working 
days of receipt of the request whether the re-
quest states a reason to believe that a violation 
exists. If the person alleges and provides reason 
to believe that an imminent threat to the envi-
ronment or danger to the health or safety of the 
public exists, the 10-day period shall be waived 
and the inspection shall be conducted imme-
diately. When an inspection is conducted under 
this paragraph, the Secretary concerned shall 
notify the person requesting the inspection, and 
such person shall be allowed to accompany the 
Secretary concerned or the Secretary’s author-
ized representative during the inspection. The 
Secretary shall not incur any liability for allow-
ing such person to accompany an authorized 
representative. The identity of the person sup-
plying information to the Secretary relating to a 
possible violation or imminent danger or harm 
shall remain confidential with the Secretary if 
so requested by that person, unless that person 
elects to accompany an authorized representa-
tive on the inspection. 

(B) The Secretaries shall, by joint rule, estab-
lish procedures for the review of (i) any decision 
by an authorized representative not to inspect; 
or (ii) any refusal by such representative to en-
sure that remedial actions are taken with re-
spect to any alleged violation. The Secretary 
concerned shall furnish such persons requesting 
the review a written statement of the reasons for 
the Secretary’s final disposition of the case. 

(b) MONITORING.—(1) The Secretary, or for 
National Forest System lands the Secretary of 
Agriculture, shall require all operators to de-
velop and maintain a monitoring and evalua-
tion system that shall identify compliance with 
all requirements of a permit approved under this 
Act. The Secretary concerned may require addi-
tional monitoring to be conducted as necessary 
to assure compliance with the reclamation and 
other environmental standards of this Act. Such 
plan must be reviewed and approved by the Sec-
retary and shall become a part of the explo-
rations or operations permit. 

(2) The operator shall file reports with the 
Secretary, or for National Forest System lands 
the Secretary of Agriculture, on a frequency de-
termined by the Secretary concerned, on the re-
sults of the monitoring and evaluation process, 
except that if the monitoring and evaluation 
show a violation of the requirements of a permit 
approved under this Act, it shall be reported im-
mediately to the Secretary concerned. The Sec-
retary shall evaluate the reports submitted pur-
suant to this paragraph, and based on those re-
ports and any necessary inspection shall take 
enforcement action pursuant to this section. 
Such reports shall be maintained by the oper-
ator and by the Secretary and shall be made 
available to the public. 

(3) The Secretary, or for National Forest Sys-
tem lands the Secretary of Agriculture, shall de-
termine what information shall be reported by 
the operator pursuant to paragraph (3). A fail-
ure to report as required by the Secretary con-
cerned shall constitute a violation of this Act 
and subject the operator to enforcement action 
pursuant to section 506. 

SEC. 504. CITIZENS SUITS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (b), any person may commence a civil ac-
tion on his or her own behalf to compel compli-
ance— 

(1) against any person (including the Sec-
retary or the Secretary of Agriculture) who is 
allged to be in violation of any of the provisions 
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